
Last Sunday Pope Francis made a direct appeal to Russian President Vladimir Putin for 

an immediate ceasefire to end the “spiral of violence and death” in Ukraine. Speaking from the 

Vatican, Pope Francis said: “I deeply deplore the grave situation that has arisen in recent days … 

It increases the risk of nuclear escalation, giving rise to fears of uncontrollable and catastrophic 

consequences worldwide.”  

The pope also appealed to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to be “open to 

serious proposals for peace” and to the international community to “do everything possible to 

bring an end to the war without allowing themselves to be drawn into dangerous escalations ... 

After seven months of hostilities, let us use all diplomatic means, even those that may not have 

been used so far, to bring an end to this terrible tragedy. War in itself is a mistake and a horror … 

I am grieved by the thousands of victims, especially children, and the destruction that has left 

many people and families homeless and threatens vast territories with cold and hunger. Such 

actions can never be justified, never!”  

 Is it realistic to hope for peace? Is it possible to turn swords into plowshares? Can 

enemies turn the other cheek and reconcile their differences? Our first reading from the Book of 

Kings shows us that with the help of God, all things are possible.  

A little history will help us to understand just how unusual this miracle was. Naaman was 

a foreigner, an army commander who successfully attacked Israel. Among the spoils of war, he 

took an Israeli child to become a slave in his own household acting as a servant for his wife. 

The child had extraordinary compassion. She said to her mistress, “If only my master 

would present himself to the prophet in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy” (2 Kings 

5:3). “Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, you have revealed to little ones the 

mysteries of the Kingdom” (Mt 11:25). 

Namaan was deeply troubled by his leprosy and went to the king to ask for help.  In turn, 

the king of Aram said, “Go. I will send along a letter to the king of Israel” (2 Kgs 5:5). So 

Naaman set out for Israel prepared to offer silver and gold for a cure. He gave the letter to the 

King of Israel who burst out in anger at what he perceived to be a trap. There was no trust, and 

he was in no mood to do any favors for his sworn enemy.  

Elisha, a man of God, a prophet, saw an opportunity to sow seeds of peace. He sent for 

Namaan and told him “Go and wash seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will heal, and you 

will be clean” (2 Kings 5:10). Namaan’s own temper flared, and he thought nothing good could 

come out of the waters of the Jordan. “I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand 

there to call on the name of the LORD his God, and would move his hand over the place, and 

thus cure the leprous spot. Are not the rivers of Damascus, the Abana and the Pharpar, better 

than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be cleansed?” (5:12). 

Cooler heads prevailed and the man of war was calmed by his servants. He washed in the 

Jordan seven times and received the miracle he was looking for. He was converted and promised 

to offer sacrifice to the God of Israel. “There were many lepers in Israel during the time of 

Elisha the prophet; yet not one of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian” (Lk 

4:7).  

This Old Testament miracle prefigures Baptism in the New Testament. We know that 

Jesus went to the same waters of the Jordan to receive a baptism of repentance from his cousin, 

John the Baptist. In allowing himself to be baptized, Jesus blessed the waters of the Jordan so 

that they were capable of healing far more than leprosy. Through the waters of baptism, we are 

cleansed of sin. We become brothers and sisters of Christ who came to end all sin and division. 



“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free person, there is not male and 

female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal 3:28). 

Yes, peace is possible. “If only my master would present himself to the prophet in 

Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy of anger, bitterness, and hatred.” We need not look to 

foreign shores. Are there not seeds of anger, bitterness, and hatred in our own land? We need not 

look on a national level. Are there not seeds of anger, bitterness, and hatred in our own hearts? 

Our pride gets in the way when we refuse to listen to God and his prophets. Like 

Namaan, we too need to listen to the cooler heads around us, to the servants of the Lord who 

may be more in tune with the currents of peace. And we need to listen to the pure and 

compassionate heart of children who can see where peace is possible. “If only my master would 

present himself to the prophet in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy of anger, bitterness. 

and hatred.” 

We do not have the waters of the Jordan so readily available to wash in. But the baptized 

have access to the healing power of confession. “If we have died with him we shall also live with 

him; if we persevere we shall also reign with him” (2 Tim 2: 11b-12a). 


